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Whether a child of Lithuania or a newcomer to the land, you 
may have heard of the amber on this ancient nation’s Baltic 
coast, caught a glimpse of its reigning basketball teams, or even 
enjoyed a savory heap of kugelis next to a native rambling in 
the language of seemingly infinite declensions. Or perhaps your 
grandmother, or a professor of sorts, shared tales of Lithuanian 
history with you—the folkloric traditions, or the ways of the 
country under Soviet occupation.
  But in this choreography of narratives, have you ever encoun-
tered the tale of five Lithuanian grandmothers set on preserving 
their heritage through song?
  Filmed in the village of Puvočiai in Dainava, Land of Songs is 
a feature-length, independent documentary that follows these 
lively women as they stand—or rather, sing—guard over the 
their village’s ancient folk songs. The only ones remaining from 
a 12-person touring troupe, the quintet represents the last of an 
ancient line giving voice to the memories of their village and its 
people.
  Woven into their haunting ballads are tales of oppression, 
resistance and love. As director Aldona Watts explains, “My 
objective was not only to record the grandmothers’ songs, but 
to present them in a poetic manner, and to show them in con-
text as living, breathing stories deeply rooted in their natural 
surroundings, daily routines and rich, often dark histories.”
  Aldona began the project in 2011 after having been deeply 
moved by the sounds of the Lithuanian “močiutės” on a family 
trip a few years earlier. Spurred into action by the recent passing 

of her own grandmother, Aldona was determined to preserve 
the sounds and the stories before the voices slipped away.
  Following a major Kickstarter (crowd-funded) campaign in 
2012, Aldona assembled a crew and funded two trips to Lithua-
nia to complete filming, all alongside brother, co-producer and 
cinematographer of the film, Julian Watts. In 2013, Land of 
Songs received fiscal sponsorship from the San Fransisco Film 
Society. The documentary is currently in post-production, and 
Aldona is working full time with editor Nicholas Berger to com-
plete the documentary’s first rough cut.
  Most recently, Mayor of Vilnius Arturas Zuokas invited the 
film team and the močiutės for a private, preview screening 
of the rough cut in Vilnius during Lithuania’s Dainų šventė. 
Afterwards, the team hosted another screening for the locals in 
Puvočiai. Now back in the States, the team is seeking funding 
to complete post-production processes of color correction and 
sound mixing, and submitting the film to international festivals.
  Land of Songs offers a rare opportunity to engage in a refresh-
ing form of cultural preservation. Get a glimpse of the grand-
mothers and experience a little bit of their extraordinary sound 
at www.landofsongs.com. If you are moved to show your sup-
port, all donations are tax-deductible and can be made on the 
homepage via the San Francisco Film Society link.
  Aistė Blaudžiūnaitė is a New York native studying at McGill Uni-
versity in Canada. During the past summer, she worked as an intern 
for Land of Songs. She is a first-generation Lithuanian-American 
and is a fond supporter of Lithuanian projects around the world.

Land of Songs: Five Grandmothers Sing of Lithuania
                                                                        By Aistė Blaudžiūnaitė

The grandmothers singing as they clean freshly plucked chicken feathers. From left, Marytė Bingelienė, Stasulė Bogušienė, Marytė 
Klimavičienė, Jonukė Dvareckienė and Pranutė Barysienė.
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Top: The močiutės 
and one of their 
granddaughters 
perform in a forest 
near their village of 
Puvočiai in Dainava 
as the crew films.

Bottom left: Director 
Aldona Watts behind 
the camera.

Bottom right: Stasulė 
Bogušienė, the 
group’s outspoken 
and vivacious ring-
leader.


